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ventor of demi-brigades. Dubois-Crance absolutely refused to
surrender his scheme in acquiescence to the wishes of a member
of the Great Committee, although the Reign of Terror was in
full exercise, he wrote boldly in favour of it,1 and on Nivose 17
(January 6), 1794, he spoke so strongly and convincingly that
Cochon's report was rejected, and his own scheme for the
infantry accepted by the Convention On Nivose 18, the system
of demi-brigades was also sanctioned for the cavalry, and on
Pluviose 11 for the light infantry, and the victory of Dubois-
Crance was complete. His success deserves remark, not only
as a proof of the independence of the Convention during the
Terror, but also because it made of the French army the
wonderfully organized machine which drove back all invaders,
and eventually carried the war into the enemies' quarters.

Such was the history of the consolidation of the debris
of the old royal army and of the hosts of volunteers into the
republican army. Enough has been said of the share of
the Military Committee, and more especially of Dubois-Crance,
in this important work; how this great machine was directed
and what it did remains to be seen. The attempts made
to direct the war by the harmonious action of the Military
Committee and the War Office utterly failed, as dual adminis-
trations always do. The successes of Dumouriez and Custine
had been, due to fortuitous circumstances, and when reverses
came it was seen to be necessary that the direction of the war
should be placed in strong and responsible hands. This was
done by granting supreme power to the Committee of General
Defence and its successor, the Committee of Public Safety,
which was empowered to treat the Minister for War and his
officials as subordinates, and which corresponded directly with
the generals in command by means of representatives on
mission. Many deputies had been sent on missions to the
armies during the first six months of the session of the Con-
vention, of whom the best known were Danton and Lacroix,
Camus and Treilhard, Gossuin and Merlin of Douai, who were
despatched to organize Belgium as part of France, and attached
1 lung's Dubois-Cranc6, vol. ii. pp, 67-76.